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this part. No refund is provided of any 
annual or other fees the Registered Im-
porter has paid for the fiscal year in 
which its registration is revoked. If its 
registration has been suspended, it 
may file an application for reinstate-
ment of its registration. 

(f) The Administrator shall reinstate 
a suspended registration if the cause 
that led to the suspension no longer ex-
ists, as determined by the Adminis-
trator, either upon the Administrator’s 
motion, or upon the submission of fur-
ther information or fees by the Reg-
istered Importer. 

[54 FR 40090, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 59 
FR 52098, Oct. 14, 1994]

§ 592.8 Inspection; release of vehicle 
and bond. 

(a) With respect to any motor vehicle 
for which it is obligated to provide a 
certificate of conformity to the Admin-
istrator as required by § 592.6(d), a Reg-
istered Importer shall not obtain li-
censing or registration of the motor ve-
hicle for use on the public roads, or re-
lease custody of it for such licensing 
and registration, except in accordance 
with the provisions of this section. 

(b) When conformance modifications 
to a motor vehicle have been com-
pleted, a Registered Importer shall sub-
mit the certification required by 
§ 592.6(d) to the Administrator. In certi-
fying a vehicle that the Administrator 
has determined to be substantially 
similar to one that has been certified 
by its original manufacturer for sale in 
the United States, the Registered Im-
porter may rely on any certification by 
the original manufacturer with respect 
to identical safety features if it also 
certifies that any modification that it 
undertook did not affect the compli-
ance of such safety features. Each sub-
mission shall be mailed by certified 
mail, return receipt requested, or by 
private carriers such as Federal Ex-
press, to: Administrator, National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, Room 6115, 400 7th Street SW., 
Washington, DC, 20590, Attn: NEF–32, 
or be submitted electronically by FAX 
(202–366–1024), or in person. Each sub-
mission shall identify the location 
where the vehicle will be stored and is 
available for inspection, pending 
NHTSA action upon the submission. 

(c) Before the end of the 30th cal-
endar day after receipt of certification 
of a motor vehicle pursuant to 
§ 592.6(d), the Administrator may in-
form the Registered Importer in writ-
ing that an inspection of the vehicle is 
required to ascertain the veracity of 
the certification. Written notice in-
cludes a proposed inspection date, 
which is as soon as practicable. If in-
spection of the vehicle indicates that 
the vehicle has been properly certified, 
at the conclusion of the inspection the 
Registered Importer is provided an in-
strument of release. If inspection of the 
vehicle shows that the vehicle has not 
been properly certified, the Registered 
Importer shall either make the modi-
fications necessary to substantiate its 
certification, and provide a new certifi-
cation for the standard(s) in the man-
ner provided for in paragraph (b) of this 
section, or deliver the vehicle to the 
Secretary of the Treasury for export, 
or abandon it to the United States. Be-
fore the end of the 30th calendar day 
after receipt of new certification, the 
Administrator may require a further 
inspection in accordance with the pro-
visions of this subsection. 

(d) The Administrator may by writ-
ten notice request certification 
verification by the Registered Importer 
before the end of the 30th calendar day 
after the date the certification was re-
ceived by the Administrator. If the 
basis for such request is that the cer-
tification is false or contains a mis-
representation, the Registered Im-
porter shall be afforded an opportunity 
to present written data, views, and ar-
guments as to why the certification is 
not false or misleading or does not con-
tain a misrepresentation. The Adminis-
trator may require an inspection pur-
suant to paragraph (c) of this section. 
The motor vehicle and performance 
bond involved shall not be released un-
less the Administrator is satisfied with 
the certification. 

(e) If a Registered Importer has re-
ceived no written notice from the Ad-
ministrator by the end of the 30th cal-
endar day after it has furnished a cer-
tification to the Administrator, the 
Registered Importer may release from 
custody the vehicle that is covered by 
the certification, or have it licensed or 
registered for use on the public roads. 
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(f) If the Administrator accepts a cer-
tification without requiring an inspec-
tion, (s)he notifies the Registered Im-
porter in writing, and provides a copy 
to the importer of record. Such notifi-
cation shall be provided not later than 
the 25th calendar day after the Admin-
istrator has received such certification. 

(g) Release of the performance bond 
shall constitute acceptance of certifi-
cation or completion of inspection of 
the vehicle concerned, but shall not 
preclude a subsequent decision by the 
Administrator pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 
30118 that the vehicle fails to conform 
to any applicable Federal motor vehi-
cle safety standard. 

[54 FR 40090, Sept. 29, 1989, as amended at 55 
FR 37330, Sept. 11, 1990; 59 FR 52098, Oct. 14, 
1994]

PART 593—DETERMINATIONS THAT 
A VEHICLE NOT ORIGINALLY 
MANUFACTURED TO CONFORM 
TO THE FEDERAL MOTOR VEHICLE 
SAFETY STANDARDS IS ELIGIBLE 
FOR IMPORTATION

Sec.
593.1 Scope. 
593.2 Purpose. 
593.3 Applicability. 
593.4 Definitions. 
593.5 Petitions for eligibility determina-

tions. 
593.6 Basis for petition. 
593.7 Processing of petitions. 
593.8 Determinations on the agency’s initia-

tive. 
593.9 Effect of affirmative determinations; 

lists. 
593.10 Availability for public inspection.

APPENDIX A TO PART 593—LIST OF VEHICLES 
DETERMINED TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR IMPOR-
TATION

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 322 and 30141(b); dele-
gation of authority at 49 CFR 1.50.

SOURCE: 54 FR 40099, Sept. 29, 1989, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 593.1 Scope. 
This part establishes procedures 

under section 108(c) of the National 
Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act, 
as amended (15 U.S.C. 1397(c)), for mak-
ing determinations whether a vehicle 
that was not originally manufactured 
to conform with all applicable Federal 
motor vehicle safety standards, and is 

not otherwise eligible for importation 
under part 591 of this chapter, may be 
imported into the United States be-
cause it can be modified to meet the 
Federal standards.

§ 593.2 Purpose. 
The purpose of this part is to provide 

content and format requirements for 
any Registered Importer and manufac-
turer who wishes to petition the Ad-
ministrator for a determination that a 
vehicle not originally manufactured to 
conform to all applicable Federal 
motor vehicle safety standards is eligi-
ble to be imported into the United 
States because it can be modified to 
meet the standards. The purpose of this 
part is also to specify procedures under 
which the Administrator makes eligi-
bility determinations pursuant to 
those petitions as well as eligibility de-
terminations on the agency’s initia-
tive.

§ 593.3 Applicability. 
This part applies to a motor vehicle 

that was not originally manufactured 
and certified by its original manufac-
turer to conform with all applicable 
Federal motor vehicle safety standards 
and that is offered for importation into 
the United States.

§ 593.4 Definitions. 
All terms in this part that are de-

fined in section 102 of the National 
Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act 
(15 U.S.C. 1391) are used as defined 
therein. 

Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration. 

Model year means the year used by a 
manufacturer to designate a discrete 
vehicle model irrespective of the cal-
endar year in which the vehicle was ac-
tually produced, or the model year as 
designated by the vehicle’s country of 
origin, or, if neither the manufacturer 
nor the country of origin has made 
such a designation, the calendar year 
that begins on September 1 and ends on 
August 31 of the next calendar year. 

NHTSA means the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration. 

Registered Importer means any person 
who has been granted registered im-
porter status by the Administrator 
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